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A drawing of the Oilworkers in Taft wa during the groundbreaking.

Taft project will honor
100 years of oil workers

THE BAKERSFIELD CALIFORNIAN Qil companies took the
Agroundbreaking ceremo-  opportunity to announce

ny Fridayin Taftattracted a financial contributions to the

large crowd, including several project: $100,000 from

local dignitaries, to the site of ~ Chevron, a$100,000 “chal-

aproposed oil workermonu-  lenge grant” from Aera Ener-

mentintended tocommemo- gy LLC, $60,000 from oil busi-

rate the men and women who nessman Charlie Beard and P |

helped urn thetownintoa  $50,000 from businessman Benjamin Victor, the artist of

center of oil production. John Newmann. the Oilworker Monument, gets
‘The event included the The monumentisexpected  a hug from his mother, Joyce

unveiling ofa monument to be complete in time for Victor of Bakersfield. He was

design by Taft-born artist Taft's 100thanniversary next  bornin Taft, raised in Bakers-

Benjamin Victor. year. field, and lives in South Dakota.

A crowd of digni-
taries tosses dirt
during Friday's
groundbreaking cer-
emony in Taft for the
Oilworker Monu- {3
ment, which will
honor workers who
spend their lives toil-
ing in the oil fields.




