Artist’'s work
stands tall at
U.S. Capitol

He wentto the Dakotas to work
out unfulfilled aspirations in bas-
ketball, of all things.

Then, almost on a whim, Bak-
ersfield’s Benjamin Victor signed
up for acollege sculpture class.
He'd always been pretty good at
sketching and he had a good feel
for human anatomy. So, why not? It
was three units.

Now, three years later, Ben Vie-
tor has decided to make a go of it,
to see where this sculpting thing
takes him.

Maybe the realization that
 sculpting was avealistic career
I choice hit him when he saw the *A"

' on his college report card after that

tirst semester.

More likely, it hit him on March

B, as he was standing inthe US.

Capitol rohmda, news photogra-

phers jostling for space at his feet.
- Someone whisked the drape
away and, to resounding cheers,
there stood Yictor's 9-foot-tall mas-
terpiece, the ith-century Native-
American princess Sarah Win-
nemucca Her bronze image had
Justbecome the newest addition to
the National Statuary Hall Collec-
tion in Washington, ID.C;. And Ben
Victor, the youngest artist to ever
achievesuch acclaim, had just
joined her.

The honor puts Victor, just 26, in
the company of sculpting luminar-
ies such as Gutzon Borglum, who
carved those four presidential

faces into Mount Rushmore, and
Daniel Chester French, who creat-
& the Lincoln Monument.



Nothad fora kid
who was pondering acareer psa
textbook illustrator, among other
possibilities, a few years ago,

Victor, a 1997 Foothill High
School grad, took two years off
from school after receiving his
diploma. Then, convinced he still
had a litthe competitive baskethall
left in him, he moved to Ellendale,
N.D., and enrolled in tiny Trinity
Bible College along with three
other Bakersfield athletes. He
played small-college hasketball
there for two years, then trans-
fierred to Northern State University
in Aberdeen, S.D.

At the time, that path right have
secred like a mix of indectsive-
nesss and wanderdust. Victor callsit
circubtons destiny.

“l was destined to be an artiss,”
Yictor said, “and I was running
awsay from my destiny being a (col-
legee point guard,”

Victor had taken a few art class-
es at Trinity and he stayed with that
arcs of study at Northerm State. In
his second semester there, he tried
his hand at sculpture,

“That felt natural to me,” Victor
sadel. “I fedt like I had no mitations.
It was an odd feeling, like 1 had
fosund my medipm.® :

The following semester he ook
on aproject of remarkable ambi-
tior: alife-skze rendering of the Bib-
lical strongrman Samson. As the
Sanmson sculpture took shape, the
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Ben Victor poses with the clay
original of his statue of
Samson, which stands in the
city of Glliette, Wyo. 7 |




PRICE: Panel members instantly knew they had prized piece the moment they saw it

Continued from B1
campus buz grew loudesr, and univer-
sity studenits began parading through
thee et studio to gawk s marvel
The finkshed work got statewide sien-
tiom — nvod just bocanse of the quslity
ol thie work:, ba also bocpse the
artiat huad mever done anytldng
pemotely Hke it Only kaber was e
cliyy seulplire reproducod 0% a

Aberdeen commissioned him fo
seulpt & bronze war femorind for its
regional afrport, and soon flerwand
Victors brother Simeon tobd him
aibout sny call for enlods:
The stateof * WaS OO
g b off Sarsh Winnemucca,
the Amercan-Indisn woman who'd
g before Congressin 1550 to advo-
cadie o ehallof the Puite and
Washoe people

*Tws esiocibid ab ot i st 1 didnt
reilly think | had . chanoe,” Victor
sabd T was one of thie four finadbsts,
though. One, Ed Drwight of Denwver, is
sa woell known [ was homoned just o
b i thet s semlenoe.”

The pokerfaced selection commnit-
b Bt i thee senal prbioms sund thesr
booree mirdstunes, callid maqacties,
on: it atime — none of the applicts
having been permitted Lo even calch a
ghirnpsn of thi others’ works.

*Theey clicn’t bt am eve, they were
so stobe, and [ didn't know whether
they liked it or not,” Victor said. “The
wife of the govemor (of Neviuda,
Kenmy Guinn) was in twere with them,
thaoagh, and she told me kader tat tey
fervce Kz Tzt Ry saow it Thust was
ithe o, Mine was the one.”

Bow there's a | 500-pound Sarah
Winnempeea st thi stade capliad in
Carson City, New, another at the Cagi-
Ll i helineg i Washdmggton and several
srnaller Sarah Winnemucoas &l vani-
ouis locations srotmd the coumdny. Tou

ON THE INTERNET
E:‘ Benjarmin Viclor Studkcs:

wenw.benjamimdctoncom
Natioral Statiary Hall Colliection:
wWwwLDoo. o o et nshTndeclm

cam have a Sarah Winnemucca of your
o, bows — Just el bn line and propare
o writie fehoeck

Victor charges 14,000 for a $-oot-
tal] Saarad (o, Guinn of Nevada
o one, and the Grunt Sawyer
Baildirg, aLas Vegas government cofe-
b, s ot o dedicato another) An
18-imch version rung 35,600 (Senate
Democratic leader Harry Redd of
Winala oms one of the 12 inexis-
b, @l 18 others are om order, Vie-
tor =il )

Wanit the same version thal will
stand in the U.S. Capitol retunda foe
e pyeset s ot hes o 50, befone it
moves in perrmanently with the others
i the stadyzry Tall? Pooy up $535,000,
Bpvnces et chicsg, and neither i the
timieand expeertiss of the sculpbor, who
pracusted in Mgy 2004 nncd s now an
pertied in restdence ol Northem State.

Flementary kindergarten
Jowee Victor, But the Abendeen air-
port s still waiting for & thind soldier
i complete its war memorial, and
ot her proiects await s well.

Probarpey 2l thet pred il (Victor
el his wifie, Jolie, have two sioadl
childnen), e is Hetlo tome for peflec-
i, let i haketball

But the past thoee years huve made
i afirm belever in destangy.

=P trekkied down  bot of noads
whvern | didn’t kanow where | wes
hesnded,™ e s, =P fakern blind
steps and theyve worked oul for me.

VIR, Tt N

i

NERE.

CIOUM TS O BN SACTC
Ban Victor, left, shakes hands with Senate Minority Leader Harry Reld,
D-Nev., at the presentation of Victor's bronze sculpture of Sarah
Winnemucca.

S0 ey peopde heve o foroe schbevidl national reocywn & an arts
thermsehves towakeup for work, e And for it to happen somewhat by
sabdl % s bdessdng o bedxcitod aocident, and four yeans before sour
mtroat it Aith birthday — well, that must be

_Of exuarse, it alwiys helps to have destiny.




