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Local grad’s

work virtually
unknown here

ationally renowned

sculptor Ben Victor of

Bakersfield will unveil

the culmination of three
years' work this Veterans Day.
When the drape is pulled away
from his oversized bronze of a
female soldier Now. 11, Victor'’s
three-sculpture arrangement out-
side the county air terminal will be
complete.

If you're wondering how you've
managed to miss such anotewor-
thy project all this time, here's why:
Victor achieved his fame —and
was commissioned for that and
other work — only after leaving
Bakersfield.

His sculpture of the female sol-
%}m is at the airport in Gilletie,

VO,

It's the latest coup for Victor,
whose statue of the I9th century
Native American princess Sarah
Winnemucea was added to the
National Statuary Hall Collection
in Washington, D.C.,, last March.

His sculpture of biblical
temiptress tumed hairstylist
Delilah was unveiled along Route
4l in Aberdeen, .10, in May — yes,
shom strongman Samson is near-
by — and Victor just got abig con-
tract from the city of Heno, Nev,, to
produce two abstract sculplures,
a8 well as new benches, banners
and bike racks along the clty's
main drag, Wells Avenue.

S0, why hasn't the 26-year-old
Foothill High grad been asked to
create some public art in his public
art-starved hometown? Nobody
has asked.

And, Vietor admits, he hasn't
tried very hard.

“Probably my fault,” he said. “T'd
lowve to have something in Bakers-
field but I haven't veally givenita
shot."

Youcan view hiswork at
wiww. benjaminvictor.com or the
National Statuary Hall Collection
al www.anc.govieo/artnshimdex
cfm



